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Means of preserving and digitizing manuscripts

Dr. Burhan Jaber Hussain

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the measures of preserving and restoring manuscripts. The researcher
used the descriptive analytical approach to achieve the objectives of the study. The study reached
a number of results, the most important of which is that manuscripts are of great importance
because they represent a fundamental aspect of cultural heritage with its physical or intangible
nature, as the manuscripts focus on a range of cultural and social fields. The results of the study
also proved that the destruction and neglect of these manuscripts would expose a large part of the
human heritage to loss. Actually, the neglect of manuscripts has led to the loss of many of them,
as well as the loss of important parts of heritage, science and art. Therefore, the presence of
specialized centers and institutions interested in the areas of maintenance and restoration of
manuscripts and its preservation is considered one of the most important factors contributing to
the preservation of the cultural heritage preserved on these manuscripts. Moreover, the results of
the study indicated that recent times have seen a surge in Arab and regional national experiments
and projects within the scope of heritage documentation through unusual means based on IT
applications to present them in a new form, which is known as the digitized image. The results of
the study also demonstrated that the centers and institutions involved in the restoration and
maintenance of manuscripts have a great responsibility to provide the best techniques and means
used in conservation and restoration. This is considered the a key factor in extending the life and
preservation of manuscripts for as long as possible, so that the world can benefit from them and
their cultural, artistic, social, political and scientific heritage.

Accordingly, the researcher recommends that inventories, indexing, restoration and preservation
of manuscripts should be carried out periodically in order to achieve full protection of manuscripts
and to preserve them from damage or loss. The researcher also recommends that the workers in
charge of preserving and restoring manuscripts should be made aware of the need to pay attention
to the means by which this can be achieved, as well as to introduce modern means by which the
loss of these manuscripts can be avoided. It is also necessary to conduct an integrated periodic
examination of all manuscripts, specifically their internal sections, in order to ensure their safety
and not to face any specific pests or damages.

Keywords: Manuscripts — Manuscripts - preservation - digitization.
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